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From Friday, July 6 to Sunday, July 8, 2012, PAMANA ng LuzViMinda Philippine Folkloric
Dance Company of Montreal will be hosting a three-day conference with folklorists
from the Philippines and from Ontario. Filipinos and non-Filipinos, organizations and
individuals – all are welcome to attend this landmark event that will be the first of its
kind in the Filipino community of Quebec. The main presenters will consist of: Edwin
C. Duero of the Edwin C. Duero Dance Company based in Iloilo, Philippines; Herbert
Alvarez, co-Dance Director of the University of the Philippines Dance Troupe; and
Patrick Alcedo, specialist in Southeast Asian Dance and professor at York University.
The itinerary of the conference will be packed full of compelling discussions,
presentations, and even a dance and music workshop. Open forum discussions will
revolve around critical issues relevant to any cultural group: the importance of research,
issues of immigration and diaspora, questions of authenticity and copyright, to just
name a few. For those interested in a more hands-on experience, there will be the
opportunity to learn an ethnic Filipino choreography, along with its instrumentalization.
Included in the itinerary are various social gatherings to allow groups and
individuals to mingle and forge new networks.
Out of towners will also
have the opportunity to sightsee around the beautiful city of Montreal.
PAMANA ng LuzViMinda was founded in 2005 in the hopes of preserving traditional
Filipino songs and dances in the youth of the Filipino-Canadian community in
Montreal. PAMANA was established with a twofold mission statement: As a cultural
organization, PAMANA seeks to instil into its young performing members a sense of
cultural awareness, dignity, and identity; and as a folk dance company, PAMANA seeks
to preserve and represent the diversity of the Philippine culture in the multicultural
mosaic of Quebec and Canada. Currently our company boasts a membership of almost
forty dancers, between the ages of seven to twenty-nine years-old. The majority of
our performing members are between the ages of thirteen to twenty-one years old.
The conference will be held at the Centre de ressources communautaire de Cote-desNeiges (6767 chemin de la Cote-des-Neiges). For more information, please contact
Veraida-Lyn Bermejo at vbermejo@pamanacanada.com or by phone at 514-501-0584.

